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About  Our  Founder
Eya l  S topn i ck i  i s  a  ded i ca ted  advoca te  fo r  mus i c  and
the  Jew i sh  commun i t y ,  d r i ven  by  a  deep  pass i on  to
amp l i f y  Jew i sh  vo i ces  i n  today ' s  soc i e ty .  I n sp i r ed  by
a  p ro found  sense  o f  r espons i b i l i t y  fo l l ow ing  the
t rag i c  events  o f  Oc tober  7 th  and  the  a l a rm ing  r i se
o f  an t i sem i t i sm ,  he  embarked  on  a  m i s s i on  to  make
a  d i f f e rence .

​
.

Draw ing  upon  h i s  l o ve  fo r  mus i c  and  h i s  unwaver i ng  commi tment  to  suppor t
I s r ae l  and  the  Jew i sh  peop l e ,  he  founded  Jew i sh  Vo i ces  I n  Mus i c—a non-p ro f i t
conce r t  se r i e s  devoted  to  showcas i ng  the  works  o f  Jew i sh  composers  and
mus i c i ans .  Th rough  th i s  p l a t fo rm ,  he  a ims  to  r a i se  awareness  about
contempora ry  i s sues  f ac i ng  I s r ae l  and  the  Jew i sh  commun i t y  wh i l e  a l so
p rov i d i ng  suppor t  to  I s r ae l i  and  Jew i sh  cha r i t i e s .

Eya l ' s  j ou rney  i s  no t  j u s t  about  mus i c ;  i t ' s  about  us i ng  h i s  t a l en t s  to  up l i f t
vo i ces  tha t  a re  o f ten  marg i na l i zed  o r  s i l enced .  As  a  vo i ce  pe r fo rmance  s tudent
a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,  he  channe l s  h i s  a r t i s t i c  ab i l i t i e s  to  b r i ng
a t tent i on  to  impor tant  causes  and  to  i n sp i r e  pos i t i ve  change .  W i th
dete rm ina t i on  and  res i l i ence ,  Eya l  a ims  to  make  a  s i gn i f i c an t  impac t ,  ensu r i ng
tha t  Jew i sh  vo i ces  a re  hea rd  and  ce l eb ra ted  on  a  l o ca l ,  na t i ona l ,  and  g l oba l
s tage .



A Note  of  Thanks  to  Our  Sponsors

We extend  our  hear t f e l t  apprec i a t ion  to  our  e s t eemed
sponsor s  fo r  the i r  generous  suppor t .  Your

commitment  to  our  cause  ha s  made  th i s  concer t
pos s ib l e  and  ha s  he lped  u s  br ing  the  joy  o f  mus ic  to
our  communi ty .  Together ,  we  a re  harmoniz ing  to

crea te  l a s t ing  memor ie s  and  meaningfu l  exper ience s .
Thank  you  for  be l i ev ing  in  our  mi s s ion  and  for  your

inva luab le  pa r tner sh ip .

A spec i a l  thanks  to  the  opera  s choo l  a t  the  Univer s i ty
o f  Toronto  tha t  ha s  a l lowed to  u se  the i r  p rops  fo r  th i s

concer t

FRIENDS OF JEWISH VOICES IN MUSIC 

Tiffany & Vaughn MacLellan

Randi Skurka 

Avital & Essien Udokang

Beth Karstadt & Jay Silverman

Sterling Legal Search 





NE INSTE IN  PERSONAL  INJURY  LAWYERS  IS  A  TOP  RATED
PERSONAL  INJURY  LAW F IRM BASED  IN  TORONTO ,  ONTAR IO ,

CANADA .  OUR  TEAM STANDS  READY  TO  SOLVE  B IG
PROBLEMS .  WHETHER  WE  ARE  NEGOT IAT ING  MULT I -

M ILL ION  DOLLAR  SETTLEMENTS  OR  CONDUCT ING  COMPLEX
TR IALS  IN  COURTS  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY ,  WE  ARE

FEARLESS  ADVOCATES .  WE  HAVE  RECOVERED  HUNDREDS
OF  M ILL IONS  OF  DOLLARS  FOR  OUR  DESERV ING  CL IENTS* .
W ITH  OUR  F IRM ,  YOU  W ILL  ALWAYS  BE  CONNECTED  W ITH

AN EXPER IENCED  AND  QUAL IF IED  PERSONAL  INJURY
LAWYER .

I F  YOU  HAVE  BEEN  INVOLVED  IN  A  SER IOUS  CAR  ACC IDENT
OR MOTORCYCLE  ACC IDENT ;  I F  YOU  HAVE  A  LONG-TERM

DISAB IL ITY  INSURANCE  CLA IM ;  OR  I F  YOU  HAVE  SUFFERED
INJURY  IN  A  SL IP  AND  FALL  ACC IDENT ,  WE  OFFER  AN

AWARD-WINN ING  TEAM OF  PERSONAL  INJURY  LAWYERS .
OUR  ACCOMPL ISHED  TEAM OF  MED ICAL  MALPRACT ICE

LAWYERS  BOAST  EXTENS IVE  TR IAL  EXPER IENCE  IN  B IRTH
INJURY ,  BRA IN  INJURY ,  SP INAL  CORD  INJURY ,  AND  OTHER

TYPES  OF  SER IOUS  INJUR IES  CAUSED  BY  MED ICAL
NEGL IGENCE  OR  MED ICAL  MALPRACT ICE .  THE  NE INSTE IN

TEAM IS  ALSO  WELL-VERSED  IN  PRODUCT  L IAB IL ITY
D ISPUTES ,  MASS  TORTS ,  AND  CLASS  ACT IONS ,  INCLUD ING

AGA INST  THE  VAPE  MANUFACTURER  JUUL  AND  CHARTWELL
LONG TERM CARE .

https://neinstein.com/
https://neinstein.com/


(647)  776-5995

We have  made  qua l i t y  ou r  hab i t .  I t ’s  no t  someth i ng  tha t  we  j u s t
s t r i ve  fo r  –  we  l i v e  by  th i s  p r i n c i p l e  eve ry  day .

(4 16 )  650-9800

Our recept ion has  been made poss ib le  by  the
generous i ty  of  our  loca l  Jewish  bus inesses
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Thank you to  our  amazing accompanis t s

J e s s i ca  Lu i  & Sharon  L i tvack  

Part  I I

*Fo r  b i o s  o f  the  Jew i sh  composers ,  u se  the  QR  code*



Jonathan  Al te r  
Jonathan  A l t e r ,  a  f i r s t - yea r  s tudent  a t  The  G l enn  Gou ld  Schoo l  under  John  O 'Conor ' s
tu te l age ,  boas t s  s i gn i f i c an t  ach i evements  l o ca l l y ,  na t i ona l l y ,  and  i n te rna t i ona l l y .  Notab l y ,
he  c l i n ched  F i r s t  P r i ze  and  the  Judges  D i s t i n c t i on  Award  a t  the  Amer i can  P ro tege
In te rna t i ona l  P i ano  Compet i t i on  i n  New York ,  ea rn i ng  a  r e tu rn  i n v i t a t i on  to  pe r fo rm  a t
Ca rneg i e  Ha l l ' s  I s aac  S te rn  Aud i to r i um/Pear lman  S tage .  Fo l l ow ing  th i s  success ,  he  g raced
the  Megaron  Conce r t  Ha l l  i n  A thens  a f te r  t r i umph ing  a t  the  Muse  I n te rna t i ona l  Mus i c
Compet i t i on .  Jona than ' s  pe r fo rmances ,  i n c l ud i ng  engagements  w i th  S te i nway  and  Sons
and  Ga l a  conce r t s ,  undersco re  h i s  p rowess .  Notab l y ,  he  made  h i s  o r ches t ra l  debut  i n
December  2022  w i th  the  Nor th  Yo rk  Conce r t  O rches t ra ,  i n te rp re t i ng  Mozar t ' s  20th  p i ano
conce r to  under  Maes t ro  Ra fae l  Luz .  Fu r the r  acco l ades  i n c l ude  w inn i ng  f i r s t  p l a ce  a t  the
Canad i an  Mus i c  Compet i t i on  fo r  chamber  mus i c  and  secu r i ng  2nd  p l a ce  i n  The  G l enn  Gou ld
Schoo l  Chamber  Compet i t i on  a l ongs i de  mezzo-soprano  Jess i ca  Lyub l i nksy .  Recent l y  named
a  sem i - f i na l i s t  i n  t he  Kauf fman  I n te rna t i ona l  Jun i o r  P i ano  Compet i t i on  i n  New York ,
Jonathan  cont i nues  to  cap t i va te  aud i ences  w i th  h i s  except i ona l  t a l en t . . .

EI la t  Ass i f
E i l a t  Ass i f  i s  a  mu l t i f a ce ted  a r t i s t  and  asp i r i ng  the rap i s t  ded i ca ted  to  fos te r i ng

persona l  g rowth  and  we l l - be i ng .  She  ob ta i ned  a  Bache l o r ' s  deg ree  i n  Mus i c  w i th  a
vo i ce  spec i a l i z a t i on  f rom Queen ' s  Un i ve r s i t y ,  where  he r  pass i on  fo r  mus i c  and

per fo rmance  f l ou r i shed .  E i l a t  has  g raced  numerous  s tages ,  showcas i ng  he r  t a l en t  i n
i con i c  p roduc t i ons  such  as  I n to  the  Woods ,  The  Hunchback  o f  Not re  Dame ,  and

F idd l e r  on  the  Roof .  Notab l y ,  she  po r t rayed  W i t ch  2  i n  Henry  Pu rce l l ' s  D i do  and
Aeneas ,  c ap t i va t i ng  aud i ences  w i th  he r  power fu l  voca l s  and  emot i ve  pe r fo rmances .

Arush i  Das
Arush i  Das  i s  a  To ronto-based  mezzo-soprano  i n  he r  second  yea r  o f  a  Bache l o r  o f
Mus i c  i n  vo i ce  pe r fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,  s tudy i ng  under  F rédér i que
Véz i na .  She  s ta r ted  he r  s tud i e s  i n  p i ano  a t  4 ,  and  vo i ce  l e s sons  a t  1 1 .  Du r i ng  the
2022-2023  season ,  Das  was  the  sop rano  so l o i s t  i n  Mozar t ’s  Requ i em w i th  the  Yo rk
Chamber  Ensemb le .  I n  a  cho ra l  se t t i ng ,  she  has  sung  w i th  g roups  l i ke  the  Onta r i o
Youth  Cho i r ,  To ronto  Mende l s sohn  Cho i r ,  and  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  MacM i l l an  S i nge rs .
When  she  i s  no t  s i ng i ng  he r se l f ,  she  l o ves  to  t each  mus i c  l e s sons !

Oleksandra  Fedyshyn
O leksandra  Fedyshyn ,  a  To ronto-based  v i o l i n i s t ,  composer ,  and  educa to r ,  ho l ds  a  Mas te r ’s

degree  f rom The  Lv i v  Nat i ona l  Mus i c  Academy ,  M .  Lysenko .  He r  mus i ca l  j ou rney  spans
Europe ,  pe r fo rm ing  w i th  r enowned  o rches t ras  and  ensemb les  l i ke  the  INSO  Lv i v  O rches t ra

and  Leopo l i s  O rches t ra .  As  a  composer ,  she ' s  ga rne red  acco l ades  f rom compet i t i ons  l i ke
“Fa rbotony”  and  “Gradus  ad  Pa rnassum , ”  w i th  he r  works  showcased  a t  e s teemed  events

i nc l ud i ng  the  Lv i v  I n te rna t i ona l  Contempora ry  Mus i c  Fes t i va l .  I n  To ronto ,  O l eksandra
cont i nues  to  sh i ne ,  g rac i ng  venues  l i ke  T r i n i t y -ST .  Pau l ’s  Un i t ed  Church  and  Koerne r  Ha l l ,

wh i l e  a l so  compos i ng  fo r  va r i ous  ensemb les ,  f i lms ,  and  p ro j ec t s . . . .

El izabe th  Gi l e rov i t ch
E l i zabeth  G i l e rov i t ch  i s  a  C l a ss i ca l  voca l i s t  and  p i an i s t .  E l i z abeth  i s  cu r ren t l y  pu r su i ng
her  Bache l o r  degree  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,  s tudy i ng  C l a ss i ca l  Vo i ce
Per fo rmance ,  i n  t he  s tud i o  o f  Mon i ca  Wh i che r .  E l i z abeth  g raduated  f rom The  Ph i l  and
E l i  Tay l o r  Pe r fo rmance  Academy  fo r  Young  Ar t i s t s ,  Sen i o r  Vo i ce  p rog ram and
Etob i coke  Schoo l  o f  the  A r t s ,  Mus i c  Theat re  p rog ram i n  2022 .  She  comp le ted  he r  RCM
ARCT  i n  p i ano  pe r fo rmance ,  and  she  has  numerous  yea r s  o f  co l l abo ra t i ve  p i ano
exper i ence ,  pe r fo rm ing  w i th  s t r i ngs  and  vo i ce  mus i c i ans .  She  regu l a r l y  t akes  pa r t  i n
mus i c  f es t i va l s ,  compet i t i ons ,  cha r i t y  conce r t s ,  and  rec i t a l s  and  been  awarded  on
numerous  occas i ons  fo r  he r  a ccomp l i shments  i n  bo th  p i ano  and  voca l  pe r fo rmances .

Bios
*For  fu l l  b ios ,  p l ease  v i s i t  the  Jewish  Voices  in  Mus ic  Webs i t e*



Tina  J ia
T ina  J i a ,  a  Canad i an - ra i sed  Ch i nese  f l u t i s t ,  pu r sues  a  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  i n  F l u te

Per fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  under  Susan  Hoeppner ' s  mento rsh i p .  Notab l e
w ins  a t  compet i t i ons  l i ke  the  Toronto  K iwan i s  Mus i c  Fes t i va l ,  i n c l ud i ng  p res t i g i ous  awards

such  as  the  K iwan i s  C l ub  o f  K i ngsway  Humber  Foundat i on  and  the  Wa l te r  S i nc l a i r
Memor i a l ,  unde rsco re  he r  t a l en t .  Recogn i zed  w i th  the  Fa i rways  Conce r t  Scho l a r sh i p ,  T i na ' s

pe r fo rmances  r ange  f rom co l l abo ra t i ve  p rem ie res  to  so l o  r ec i t a l s ,  showcas i ng  he r
ve r sa t i l i t y  and  ded i ca t i on .  Fu tu re  engagements  i n c l ude  co l l abo ra t i ve  conce r t s  w i th  the

Toronto  Symphony  Orches t ra  and  exchanges  w i th  the  C l eve l and  Orches t ra  Youth
Orches t ra .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  T i na  ac t i ve l y  con t r i bu tes  to  the  Ch i nese  Mus i c  C l ub ,  se rv i ng  as  an

accompan i s t  f o r  l i v e  pe r fo rmances . . . .

Lucas  Ka lechs te in

Jess i ca  Lu i
Canad i an  p i an i s t  Jess i ca  Lu i ' s  mus i ca l  j ou rney  commenced  a t  age  6 ,  l a te r  f l ou r i sh i ng  w i th  a
Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  w i th  D i s t i n c t i on  i n  P i ano  Pe r fo rmance  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ca l ga ry ,
mento red  by  D r .  Lana  Henche l l .  Cu r ren t l y  pu r su i ng  a  Mas te r  o f  Mus i c  i n  P i ano  Pe r fo rmance
and  Pedagogy  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  w i th  D r .  M ido r i  Koga ,  she ' s  seasoned  i n
co l l abo ra t i ve  pe r fo rmance ,  en r i ch i ng  he r  sk i l l s  a t  t he  Or fo rd  Mus ique  Academy  and  A r t i s t
Res i dency .  He r  acco l ades  i n c l ude  the  U  o f  T  Mus i c  Fe l l owsh ip  Award  and  va r i ous  honors
f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ca l ga ry ,  i n c l ud i ng  the  Yvonne  Johns ton  Award  and  the  Ca r r  P r i ze .
W i th  a  pass i on  fo r  mus i c  educa t i on ,  Jess i ca  r uns  a  p r i va te  s tud i o  i n  To ronto ,  d raw ing
i nsp i r a t i on  f rom he r  mento rs .  Ou ts i de  mus i c ,  she  f i nds  j oy  i n  h i k i ng  and  c rochet i ng . . . .

Katya  Pop lyansky
Katya  Pop l yansky  has  s tud i ed  a t  the  G l enn  Gou ld  Schoo l ,  Gu i l dha l l  S choo l  and  Cu r t i s

I n s t i t u te .  She  has  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  f es t i va l s  i n  Canada ,  t he  USA  and  Eu rope  and
rece i ved  p r i zes  i n  numerous  compet i t i ons ,  i n c l ud i ng  the  Award  fo r  Bes t  Pe r fo rmance

of  a  Commiss i oned  Work  a t  the  Eckha rd t -Gramat té  Compet i t i on  i n  2018 .  I n  2022 ,  she
was  appo in ted  Conce r tmaste r  o f  the  K i ngs ton  Symphony  Orches t ra  and  i s  t he  f i r s t
v i o l i n i s t  o f  the  I s abe l  S t r i ng  Qua r te t  a t  Queen ' s  Un i ve r s i t y .  She  has  a l so  se rved  as

gues t  conce r tmaste r  w i th  Les  V i o l ons  du  Roy .  Ka tya  i s  now  pu rsu i ng  he r  Doc to ra te  o f
Mus i ca l  A r t s  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,  s tudy i ng  w i th  Jonathan  C row

Lucas  i s  a  f i r s t  yea r  Voca l  Pe r fo rmance  ma jo r  a t  U  o f  T .  He  has  competed  fo r  mu l t i p l e
yea rs  i n  the  Canad i an  Mus i c  Compet i t i on ,  com ing  i n  f i r s t  p l a ce  i n  the  na t i ona l  f i na l  i n
2022 .  He  i s  cu r ren t l y  a  member  o f  the  Conc reamus  and  Pax  Chr i s t i  Chora l e  cho i r s .
Lucas  has  pe r fo rmed  p ro fess i ona l l y  s i n ce  the  age  o f  10 .  I n  add i t i on  to  h i s  voca l
s tud i e s  he  has  been  a  vo i ce  ac to r  on  seve ra l  an imated  se r i e s  w i th  the  most  cu r ren t
be i ng  Bakugan .  Lucas  i s  honoured  to  be  pe r fo rm ing  i n  th i s  conce r t  honour i ng  Jew i sh
composers

Megan  O’Donne l l
Megan  O ’Donne l l ,  c u r ren t l y  i n  he r  second  yea r  o f  Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance  s tud i e s  a t  the
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  under  Mark  Dabo l l ,  h as  spent  15  yea r s  ded i ca ted  to  mus i c .  F rom
d i scove r i ng  he r  l o ve  fo r  p i ano  and  c l a s s i ca l  vo i ce  a t  age  5  to  w inn i ng  the  Sen i o r  Rose  Bow l
a t  the  Ba r r i e  Mus i c  Fes t i va l  i n  May  2019 ,  Megan  has  embraced  count l e ss  oppor tun i t i e s  on
s tage .  C red i t s  i n c l ude  pe r fo rmances  i n  numerous  mus i ca l s  and  conce r t s ,  no tab l y  w i th  the
Canad i an  Opera  Company  Sen i o r  Youth  Summer  Ensemb le .  Awarded  scho l a r sh i ps  l i k e  the
Ar thu r  Redse l l  Scho l a r sh i p  and  the  DSEF  D i r ec t  Se l l e r s  Educa t i on  Foundat i on  s cho l a r sh i p ,
Megan  has  a l so  comp le ted  p r i va te  s tud i e s  i n  c l a s s i ca l  vo i ce  and  p i ano .  W i th  a  l i f e l ong
pass i on  fo r  mus i c ,  Megan ' s  j ou rney  f rom mak ing  mus i c  on  baby  p i anos  to  B roadway-sca l e
mus i ca l s  r e f l e c t s  he r  deep  commi tment  to  s to ry te l l i ng  th rough  song . . .

Sharon  L i tvack
Sharon ' s  mus i ca l  j ou rney  began  a t  the  Greenw i ch  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c  i n  Manhat tan ,  where  she

s ta r ted  s tudy i ng  p i ano  a t  a  young  age .  Accepted  i n to  the  renowned  H igh  Schoo l  o f  Pe r fo rm ing
Ar t s  i n  New York  C i t y  a t  14 ,  she  cont i nued  he r  mus i ca l  educa t i on  a t  the  Manhat tan  Schoo l  o f

Mus i c  under  the  gu i dance  o f  D r .  Marc  S i l v e rman .  Du r i ng  he r  t ime  i n  New York ,  Sha ron
showcased  he r  t a l en t  i n  numerous  conce r t s ,  i n c l ud i ng  pe r fo rmances  a t  L i nco l n  Cente r .  I n

1989 ,  she  moved  to  I s r ae l  and  g raduated  f rom the  Rub in  Academy  o f  Mus i c  a t  Te l  Av i v
Un i ve r s i t y  w i th  a  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  degree  i n  p i ano  pe r fo rmance  and  pedagogy .  I n  I s r ae l ,

Sha ron  bo th  pe r fo rmed  and  t aught  p i ano ,  w i th  he r  s tudents  r egu l a r l y  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  r ec i t a l s .
A f te r  r e l oca t i ng  to  To ronto  i n  1999 ,  she  es tab l i shed  he r se l f  a s  a  p r i va te  p i ano  teache r  and

co l l abo ra ted  w i th  va r i ous  mus i ca l  g roups ,  i n c l ud i ng  the  M i l t on  Youth  Chorus .  Sha ron ,  a
member  o f  the  Onta r i o  Reg i s te red  Mus i c  Teachers ’ Assoc i a t i on  and  ce r t i f i ed  by  the  Roya l

Conse rva to ry  o f  Mus i c ,  i s  ded i ca ted  to  p repa r i ng  he r  s tudents  fo r  success  i n  RCM exams .  She
res i des  i n  Thornh i l l  w i th  he r  husband  M i chae l  and  the i r  daughte r s  L i o r ,  Sh i r a ,  and  L i e l l e .



Jess i ca  Lyub l in sky
Toronto-based  mezzo-soprano  Jess i ca  Lyub l i n sky ,  a  r i s i ng  s ta r  a t  2 1 ,  showcases  he r

remarkab l e  t a l en t  and  pass i on  fo r  mus i c .  P ra i sed  fo r  he r  depth ,  t imbre ,  and  voca l  r ange ,
she ' s  ea rned  acc l a im  i n  compet i t i ons ,  secu red  s cho l a r sh i ps ,  and  begun  mak ing

i n te rna t i ona l  debuts .  Cu r ren t l y  pu r su i ng  he r  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  a t  The  G l enn  Gou ld  Schoo l ,
under  the  mento rsh i p  o f  a cc l a imed  a r t i s t s  l i k e  Adr i anne  P i eczonka ,  she ' s  a l r eady  l e f t  he r

mark  a t  Koerne r  Ha l l  and  beyond .  W i th  t r a i n i ng  f rom p res t i g i ous  i n s t i t u tes  l i ke  The  Do lo ra
Za j i c k  I n s t i t u te ,  Jess i ca ' s  ve r sa t i l i t y  sh i nes ,  whethe r  pe r fo rm ing  i n  ope ras ,  f e s t i va l s ,  o r

co l l abo ra t i ve  r ec i t a l s .  F rom he r  Eu ropean  debut  to  upcom ing  engagements ,  i n c l ud i ng
per fo rmances  w i th  the  I n s t i t u te  fo r  Young  Dramat i c  Vo i ces ,  Jess i ca ' s  j ou rney  i s  marked  by

ta l en t ,  ded i ca t i on ,  and  a  commi tment  to  mus i ca l  exce l l ence . . .

Mariya  Or lenko
Mar i ya  Or l enko ,  a  Uk ra i n i an -Canad i an  p i an i s t ,  i s  cu r ren t l y  pu r su i ng  he r  Mas te r s  o f  Mus i c  i n
P i ano  Pe r fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  w i th  Lyd i a  Wong .  P rev i ous l y ,  she  ea rned  he r
Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  Degree  a t  the  G l enn  Gou ld  Schoo l ,  s tudy i ng  under  John  Pe r ry  and  Dav i d
Lou i e ,  and  rece i v i ng  The  I hna towycz  Emerg i ng  A r t i s t  Scho l a r sh i p .  Ha i l i ng  f rom Vancouve r ,
Mar i ya  honed  he r  sk i l l s  under  the  gu i dance  o f  Mar i na  Nav ro tsk i ,  Donna  F i shw i ck ,  and  I an
Parke r .  Notewor thy  ach i evements  i n c l ude  w inn i ng  the  Grand  P r i ze  i n  the  Canad i an  Mus i c
Compet i t i on  and  secu r i ng  top  p r i zes  i n  p res t i g i ous  compet i t i ons  such  as  the  V i rg i n i a  War i ng
I n te rna t i ona l  P i ano  Compet i t i on  and  the  OSM Manu l i f e  Compet i t i on .  Mar i ya  has  g raced
s tages  ac ross  Nor th  Amer i ca  w i th  va r i ous  o r ches t ras  and  has  been  recogn i zed  w i th
p rov i nc i a l  and  na t i ona l  go l d  meda l s  f rom the  Roya l  Conse rva to ry .  She  has  had  the  p r i v i l ege
of  pe r fo rm ing  fo r  e s teemed  a r t i s t s  such  as  Yoheved  Kap l i n sky ,  Rober t  McDona ld ,  and  Leon
F l e i she r ,  among  o the rs . . .

May Sadan
Pass i ona te  sop rano  May  Sadan ,  bo rn  i n  Rehovot ,  I s r ae l ,  d i s cove red  he r  l o ve  fo r  mus i c
ea r l y  on ,  s t a r t i ng  p r i va te  s i ng i ng  l e s sons  a t  6  yea r s  o l d .  A f te r  f i nd i ng  he r  pass i on  fo r

c l a s s i ca l  mus i c  a t  15 ,  she  began  s tudy i ng  vo i ce  and  p i ano  under  Heathe r  Fa r i s .  Ach i ev i ng
F i r s t  C l a ss  Honours  w i th  D i s t i n c t i on  i n  he r  Leve l  9  RCM Prac t i c a l  Vo i ce  Exam i n  2021 ,  May
has  s i n ce  showcased  he r  t a l en t  i n  va r i ous  conce r t s  and  rec i t a l s ,  i n c l ud i ng  pe r fo rmances  a t

the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  and  the  SNATS  Canad i an  A r t  Song  Showcase .  Notab l y ,  she
por t rayed  'G re te l '  i n  Summer  Opera  Ly r i c  Theat re ' s  p roduc t i on  o f  Hanse l  and  Gre te l  i n

2022 .  Recogn i zed  fo r  he r  exce l l ence ,  May  was  awarded  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  P i nchas
Z i ege l  Memor i a l  Scho l a r sh i p  i n  2023  and  c l a imed  f i r s t  p l a ce  i n  the  2021  NATS  Onta r i o

Voca l  Showcase .  Cu r ren t l y  s tudy i ng  w i th  F rédér i que  Véz i na  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,
May  cont i nues  to  exce l  i n  he r  pu r su i t  o f  a  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  i n  Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance

degree . . . .

Vikram Sr in i vas
V ik ram Sr i n i vas ,  a  s tudent  o f  the  a r t s ,  began  h i s  voca l  t r a i n i ng  a t  the  age  o f  6 .  A  member
o f  the  G l ees i ca l  p rog ram ,  he  s tud i ed  w i th  Ky ra  M i l l an  and  Ca thy  Nosa ty ,  deve l op i ng  the
sk i l l s  needed  to  s i ng ,  a c t ,  and  pe r fo rm .  I n  add i t i on  to  h i s  mus i ca l  educa t i on ,  V i k ramhas  ove r
13  yea r s  o f  dance  t r a i n i ng  i n  Ka thak  and  Bo l l ywood ,  under  the  tu te l age  o f  S r t .  Pu j a  Am in
w i th  Sansk r i t i  A r t s .  I n  2017 ,  he  began  fo rma l  t r a i n i ng  i n  C l a ss i ca l  Vo i ce  w i th  Ky ra  M i l l an .  A
fo rmer  member  Canad i an  Ch i l d ren ’s  Opera  Company ,  V i k ram had  h i s  f i r s t  oppor tun i t y  to
pe r fo rm  i n  an  ope ra  a s  the  Queen  o f  hea r t s  i n  E r ro l  Gay ’s  A l i c e  I n  Wonder l and .  I n  add i t i on ,
he  i s  a  g raduate  o f  the  C l aude  Watson  Secondary  A r t s  P rogram ,  ma jo r i ng  i n  vo i ce ,  and  a
s tudent  o f  Ke l sey  Tay l o r .  Today ,  V i k ram i s  a  s tudent  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  i n  h i s
f i r s t  yea r  o f  Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance ,  a  s tudent  o f  D r .  Da r ry l  Edwards ,  pu r su i ng  a  ca ree r  a s  a
p ro fess i ona l  Opera  S i nge r .

Danie l  Temnik
Dan i e l  Temn ik ,  an  I s r ae l i -Canad i an  v i o l i n i s t ,  i s  r ap i d l y  emerg i ng  as  a  l ead i ng  f i gu re  i n

Canada ' s  mus i c  s cene .  Renowned  fo r  h i s  r ad i an t  tone  and  command ing  techn ique ,  he  has
ga rne red  p ra i se  a s  bo th  a  so l o i s t  and  chamber  mus i c i an  ac ross  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  As i a ,  and

Europe .  W i th  acco l ades  f rom p res t i g i ous  compet i t i ons  l i ke  the  Canad i an  Mus i c  Compet i t i on
and  pe r fo rmances  a t  e s teemed  venues  i n c l ud i ng  Ca rneg i e  Ha l l  and  Koerne r  Ha l l ,  Mr .

Temn ik ' s  t a l en t  i s  w ide l y  r ecogn i zed .  T ra i ned  by  d i s t i ngu i shed  v i o l i n i s t s  Ba r ry  Sh i f fman
and  V i c to r  Danchenko  a t  The  G l enn  Gou ld  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c ,  he  cont i nues  to  enchant

aud i ences  w i th  h i s  pe r fo rmances  on  h i s  1770  N i co l ò  Gag l i ano  v i o l i n .  W i th  h i s  r emarkab l e
sk i l l  and  ded i ca t i on  to  mus i c ,  Mr .  Temn ik  i s  po i sed  to  l eave  a  l a s t i ng  impac t  on  the

Canad i an  mus i c  s cene . . .



Dasha  Tereshchenko
Dasha  Te reshchenko  i s  a  Canad i an  Mezzo  Soprano ,  s tudy i ng  fo r  a  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  i n
Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  under  the  tu te l age  o f  Soprano  Natha l i e
Pau l i n .  Dasha  has  been  a  member  o f  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ’s  ope ra  ensemb le  s i n ce
2022 ,  and  has  sung  i n  numerous  ope ras  i n c l ud i ng  Of fenbach ’s  Mons i eu r  Chouf l eu r i ,  A r thu r
Ben j am in ’s  A  Ta l e  o f  Ta l e  o f  Two  C i t i e s ,  and  most  r ecent l y ,  Massenet ’s  Cendr i l l on  where
she  unders tud i ed  the  ro l e  o f  Madame  de  l a  Ha l t i è re .  Dasha ’s  so l o  ope ra  pe r fo rmances
i nc l ude  3 rd  Lady  i n  D i e  Zauber f l ö te  (Opera  by  Reques t ) ,  Fanny  P r i ce  i n  Mans f i e l d  Pa rk
(Opera  Nuova ) ,  and  1 s t  W i t ch  i n  D i do  and  Aeneas  (Theat re  o f  Ea r l y  Mus i c ) .

Al ina  T ige lman
A l i na  T i ge lman  i s  a  22-yea r -o l d  sop rano ,  cu r ren t l y  comp le t i ng  he r  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c  i n

Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ’s  Facu l t y  o f  Mus i c .  P r i o r  to  pos t -
secondary  educa t i on ,  T i ge lman  was  an  i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  the  Voca l  ARTS  Mackenz i e

Program a l l  t h roughout  h i gh  s choo l  and  p l ayed  mu l t i p l e  l e ad  cha rac te r s  i n  the i r  yea r l y
mus i ca l  p roduc t i ons .  She  i s  cu r ren t l y  s tudy i ng  w i th  the  wonder fu l  E l i z abeth  McDona ld ,
and  fo r  the  pas t  two  yea r s ,  has  been  apa r t  o f  many  o f  UofT ’s  Opera  p roduc t i ons  a s  an

underg raduate  ope ra  cho rus  member .  T i ge lman ‘ s  ded i ca t i on  to  he r  un i que  emot i ona l
pe r fo rmances  makes  he r  the  “one- to -watch”  i n  any th i ng  she  pa r t i c i pa tes  i n .

Tal ine  Yeremian
A l i na  T i ge lman  i s  a  22-yea r -o l d  sop rano ,  cu r ren t l y  comp le t i ng  he r  Bache l o r  o f  Mus i c
i n  Vo i ce  Pe r fo rmance  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ’s  Facu l t y  o f  Mus i c .  P r i o r  to  pos t -
secondary  educa t i on ,  T i ge lman  was  an  i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  the  Voca l  ARTS  Mackenz i e
Program a l l  t h roughout  h i gh  s choo l  and  p l ayed  mu l t i p l e  l e ad  cha rac te r s  i n  the i r
yea r l y  mus i ca l  p roduc t i ons .  She  i s  cu r ren t l y  s tudy i ng  w i th  the  wonder fu l  E l i z abeth
McDona ld ,  and  fo r  the  pas t  two  yea r s ,  has  been  apa r t  o f  many  o f  UofT ’s  Opera
p roduc t i ons  a s  an  underg raduate  ope ra  cho rus  member .  T i ge lman ‘ s  ded i ca t i on  to  he r
un ique  emot i ona l  pe r fo rmances  makes  he r  the  “one- to -watch”  i n  any th i ng  she
pa r t i c i pa tes  i n .

Kelsey  Zhong
Ke l sey  Zhong ,  a  p i an i s t  based  i n  To ronto  o r i g i na l l y  f rom Vancouve r ,  has  amassed  a

wea l th  o f  pe r fo rmance  exper i ence  f rom i n t imate  sa l ons  to  p res t i g i ous  conce r t  ha l l s .
Pu r su i ng  a  Mas te r ' s  i n  P i ano  Pe r fo rmance  and  Pedagogy  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto

a f te r  g raduat i ng  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  B r i t i sh  Co l umb ia ,  he r  ded i ca t i on  to  p i ano
grows  da i l y .  Mento red  by  r enowned  p i an i s t s  such  as  Rada  Bukhman  and  Sa ra  Dav i s
Buechner ,  Ke l sey  cont i nua l l y  seeks  oppor tun i t i e s  to  enhance  he r  sk i l l s ,  f r equent l y

pe r fo rm ing  a t  l o ca l  and  p rov i nc i a l  e vents .  Notab l y ,  she  won  f i r s t  p r i ze  a t  the  CapU
Mus i c  Compet i t i on  and  has  r ece i ved  s cho l a r sh i ps  l i k e  the  Norah  Manse l l  Mus i c
Scho l a r sh i p .  A  pass i ona te  compet i to r ,  Ke l sey  has  won  awards  a t  na t i ona l  and

i n te rna t i ona l  compet i t i ons ,  i n c l ud i ng  the  C rescendo  I n te rna t i ona l  Compet i t i on ,  where
she  pe r fo rmed  a t  Ca rneg i e  Ha l l ' s  We i l l  Ha l l  a s  a  p r i ze  w inne r .  Beyond  p i ano ,  Ke l sey  i s

ded i ca ted  to  mus i c  t each i ng ,  hon i ng  he r  sk i l l s  under  Mark  Anderson  and  M ido r i  Koga
to  deve l op  i nnova t i ve  pedagog i ca l  app roaches .  She  a l so  en j oys  p l ay i ng  gu i t a r  and  ce l l o

i n  he r  spa re  t ime  and  exp l o r i ng  Toronto  w i th  f r i ends  o r  h i k i ng  i n  Vancouve r  w i th  he r
fam i l y . . . .

Jordan  Abramson  -  S tudent  Composer
Jordan  i s  a  To ronto  based  composer  who  recent l y  comp le ted  h i s  f ou r th  yea r  o f  a  bache l o r
o f  mus i c  p rog ram a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  w i th  a  ma jo r  i n  compos i t i on  and  m ino r  i n
b i o l ogy .  He  cu r ren t l y  s tud i e s  compos i t i on  w i th  Ga ry  Ku l esha  and  has  p rev i ous l y  s tud i ed  w i th
o the r  r enowned  composers ,  Kev i n  Lau  and  La rysa  Kuzmenko .  I n  the  summer  o f  2022 ,  Jo rdan
was  accepted  i n to  the  EAMA summer  mus i c  i n s t i t u te  i n  Pa r i s  f o r  the  subm i ss i on  o f  h i s
S t r i ng  Qua r te t  no .  1 :  “To  F l y  Th rough  Da rk  C l ouds , ”  and  i n  the  summer  o f  2023 ,  was
accepted  i n to  the  V i enna  Summer  Mus i c  Fes t i va l  where  he  s tud i ed  compos i t i on  th i s  l a s t
Ju l y .  He  has  had  seve ra l  wor l d  p rem ie res  i n c l ud i ng  h i s  compos i t i on ,  “Rondo  fo r  Chamber
Orches t ra :  ‘ Russ i an , ”  a t  the  Scho l a  Canto rum i n  Pa r i s ,  and  h i s  “Sonata  fo r  Ce l l o  and  P i ano , ”
by  the  PHACE  ensemb le  a t  the  Pa l a i s  Eh rba r  i n  V i enna .  He  has  a l so  worked  w i th  the
i n te rna t i ona l l y  r enowned  so l o i s t  I r v i n  A rd i t t i  who  p rem ie red  h i s  “ I deé  F i xe ”  fo r  so l o  v i o l i n
a t  the  Sa l  B rahms  i n  V i enna .  Th i s  f a l l ,  Jo rdan  w i l l  beg i n  a  Mas te r ’s  deg ree  i n  mus i c
compos i t i on  a t  the  Manhat tan  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c ,  and  has  r ece i ved  the  conse rva to ry ’s
p res t i g i ous  P res i dent ’s  Award .  Jo rdan  has  been  awarded  the  Ben  McPeek  Scho l a r sh i p ,  t he
France-Canada  Cu l tu ra l  Exchange  Exper i ence  F rance  Award ,  t he  G l enn  Gou ld  Memor i a l
Scho l a r sh i p ,  and  he  i s  a  two  t ime  rec i p i en t  o f  the  A r thu r  P l e t tne r  Scho l a r sh i p .
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Aaron Copland
Aaron  Cop l and  ( 1900-1990)  was  a  New York-based  Amer i can  composer  who
had  a  s i gn i f i c an t  hand  i n  shap i ng  a  d i s t i n c t l y  “Amer i can”  sound  i n  c l a s s i ca l
mus i c .  Cop l and  was  i n sp i r ed  by  popu l a r  mus i c  gen res ,  such  as  the  sw ing  mus i c
o f  Benny  Goodman ,  a s  we l l  a s  F rench  a r t  mus i c  f rom the  g roup  Les  S i x  and
the  teach i ngs  o f  Nad i a  Bou l anger ,  w i th  whom Cop l and  s tud i ed  compos i t i on .
Cop l and ’s  ba l l e t s  Rodeo  and  Appa l ach i an  Spr i ng ,  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  ope ra  The
Tender  Land  a re  key  works  i n  the  Amer i can  c l a s s i ca l  mus i c  canon .  He  was  no t
pa r t i cu l a r l y  ou t spoken  about  h i s  Jew i shness ,  bu t  d i d  have  i n te res t  i n  Z i on i sm
and  was  f a i r l y  l e f t  i n  h i s  po l i t i c s ,  a t  one  po i n t  be i ng  i nves t i ga ted  by  the  FB I
under  McCar thy i sm

Arnold  Schoenberg  
Arno ld  Schoenberg  ( 1874- 1951 )  was  an  Aus t r i an -born  composer  who
deve l oped  the  twe l ve - tone  techn ique .  A  key  member  o f  the  “Second
V iennese  Schoo l , ”  Schoenberg  was  t a rge ted  du r i ng  the  Naz i  r eg ime  as  a
“degenera te  composer , ”  and  em ig ra ted  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  i n  1933 ,
teach i ng  a t  UCLA  and  USC .  He  conve r ted  to  Lu the ran i sm  i n  1898  but
re tu rned  to  Juda i sm  i n  1933 .  H i s  un f i n i shed  opera  Moses  und  Aron  ( 1957)
addresses  themes  o f  f a i t h  and  Jew i sh  s t rugg l e  i n  i t s  r e te l l i ng  o f  Exodus ,
and  h i s  1947  work  fo r  o r ches t ra ,  cho rus  and  na r ra to r ,  A  Su rv i vo r  f rom
Warsaw ,  t akes  the  pe rspec t i ve  o f  the  Jews  who  faced  dea th  i n  the  Warsaw
Ghet to  Upr i s i ng  and  i t s  a f te rmath

Erich Wolfgang Korngold
A  ch i l d  p rod igy  and  l a te r  i n c red ib l y  i n f l uen t i a l  composer  o f  Ho l l ywood  f i lm
scores ,  E r i ch  Wo l fgang  Korngo ld  was  bo rn  i n  B rünn ,  Aus t ro -Hungary  (what
i s  now  Brno ,  Czech  Repub l i c )  i n  1897 .  H i s  ba l l e t ,  De r  Schneeman ,  became
popu l a r  i n  V i enna  when  Korngo ld  was  on l y  1 1 ,  r e su l t i ng  i n  a  pe r fo rmance  fo r
Empero r  F ranz  Jose f  i n  19 10 .  Both  R i cha rd  S t rauss  and  Gus tav  Mah l e r
watched  Korngo ld  p l ay  the  p i ano  when  the  l a t te r  was  a  ch i l d ;  Mah l e r
desc r i bed  h im  as  a  “mus i ca l  gen i us ” .  A t  the  reques t  o f  d i r ec to r  Max
Re inha rd t ,  Ko rngo ld  moved  to  Ho l l ywood  to  compose  f i lm  sco res .  Some  o f
Korngo ld ’s  most  no tab l e  s co res  i n c l ude :  The  Adventu res  o f  Rob inhood  ( 1938)
s ta r r i ng  E r ro l  F l ynn  and  w inn i ng  Korngo ld  an  Osca r ,  Jua rez  ( 1939 ) ,  and  The
Sea  Wo l f  ( 1941 ) .  Ko rngo ld  cont i nued  to  compose  f i lm  sco res ,  conce r t  works ,
and  operas  un t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1959 ;  f i lm  composer  John  W i l l i ams  c i t es
Korngo ld  a s  an  i n sp i r a t i on .
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Ernest  Bloch
Ernes t  B l och  ( 1880-1959)  bo rn  i n  Sw i tze r l and ,   em ig ra ted  to  the  Un i ted
Sta tes  i n  19 16 .  B l och  t aught  compos i t i on  a t  seve ra l  i n s t i t u t i ons  th roughout
the  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  i n c l ud i ng  Mannes  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c ,  C l eve l and  I n s i t u te  o f
Mus i c ,  San  F ranc i s co  Conse rva to ry  o f  Mus i c ,  and  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn i a
Berke l ey ,  where  he  was  named  Pro fesso r  Emer i t us  a t  h i s  r e t i r ement  i n  1952 .
B l och  f requent l y  u sed  Juda i sm  as  a  sou rce  o f  i n sp i r a t i on  fo r  h i s
compos i t i ons ,  such  as   Su i t e  hébra ï que  fo r  v i o l a  and  o r ches t ra ,  Baa l  Shem
for  v i o l i n  and  p i ano ,  and  Sche l omo  fo r  ce l l o  and  o r ches t ra ;  he  fe l t  t ha t
express i ng  h i s  Jew i shness  i n  mus i c  was  the  “on l y  way  i n  wh i ch  [ he  cou ld ]
p roduce  mus i c  o f  any  s i gn i f i c ance . ”

Gustav  Mahler
Gustav  Mah l e r  ( 1860- 191 1 ) ,  Aus t ro -Bohem ian  composer  and  conduc to r ,  had  a
comp l i c a ted  re l a t i onsh ip  w i th  Jew i shness  and  f aced  an t i sem i t i sm  th roughout
h i s  ca ree r .  Though  bes t  r emembered  fo r  h i s  s ymphon i c  works ,  du r i ng  h i s
l i f e t ime ,  Mah l e r ’s  conduc t i ng  o f  ope ras  was  h i s  p r imary  focus .  Though  Mah l e r
was  agnos t i c  i n  h i s  r e l i g i o s i t y ,  h i s  mus i c  was  c r i t i qued  fo r  i t s  supposed l y
i nhe rent  Jew i shness ;  an t i sem i t i c  ca r i c a tu res  o f  the  composer  appeared  i n
newspapers ;  he  conve r ted  to  Ca tho l i c i sm  to  secu re  a  j ob  a t  the  V i enna  Cour t
Opera  and  was  eventua l l y  d r i ven  ou t  o f  the  pos i t i on  i n  pa r t  due  to  the
ant i sem i t i c  cu l t u re  o f  the  c i t y .  Even  Mah l e r ’s  w i fe ,  A lma  Mah l e r  née
Sch ind l e r ,  f avou red  the  coup l e ’s  ch i l d ren  l e s s  than  the  en t i r e l y  A ryan  ch i l d
she  had  l a te r .  

John Musto
John  Musto  i s  a  New York  based  composer  who  has  wr i t ten  a  l a rge  va r i e t y  o f
works ,  f rom operas  such  as  Bas t i ane l l o  (2008)  and  The  I n spec to r  (201 1 ) ,  t o
chamber  mus i c ,  t o  cho ra l  works ,  t o  p i ano  conce r t i .  Mus to  was  bo rn  i n
Brook l yn  i n  1954  and  s tud i ed  a t  the  Manhat tan  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c .  H i s
p ro fess i ona l  c a ree r  i n c l udes  assoc i a t i ons  w i th  mus i c  f es t i va l s  such  as  the
New York  Fes t i va l  o f  Song  and  the  Ca ramoor  Fes t i va l ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n s t i t u t i ons
such  as  the  M i l l e r  Theat re  and  Co l umb ia  Un i ve r s i t y
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Oskar  Morawetz  (1917  -  2007)
Canad i an  composer  Oska r  Morawetz  was  bo rn  i n  Czechos l ovak i a .  I n  h i s  you th ,
he  s tud i ed  p i ano  and  theory  i n  P rague ,  where  he  was  appo in ted  to  the  pos i t i on
o f  a ss i s t an t  conduc to r  o f  the  P rague  Opera  a t  the  age  o f  19 .  I n  1938 ,  he  l e f t
to  s tudy  i n  Pa r i s  and  V i enna ,  bu t  imm ig ra ted  to  Canada  i n  1940  to  f l ee  the
Naz i s .  Morawetz  t aught  a t  the  Roya l  Conse rva to ry  o f  Mus i c ,  and  was  a
p ro fesso r  o f  compos i t i on  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto  f rom 1952  un t i l  h i s
dea th  i n  2007 .  H i s  p i e ces  have  rece i ved  i n te rna t i ona l  a cc l a im  and  have  been
per fo rmed  by  the  l i kes  o f  Yo-Yo  Ma ,  I t zhak  Pe r lman ,  G l en  Gou ld ,  Maureen
For res to r  and  Ben  Heppner .  Some  o f  h i s  most  w ide l y  known  works  a re
Memor i a l  t o  Mar t i n  Lu the r  K i ng  ( 1979)  and  F rom the  D i a r y  o f  Anne  F rank
( 1971 ) ,  wh i ch  has  been  desc r i bed  as  one  o f  the  “most  impor tan t
cont r i bu t i on [ s ]  t o  Jew i sh  cu l t u re  and  mus i c  i n  Canada . ”

Max Hel fman (1901-1963)
Max  He l fman  em ig ra ted  f rom Po l and  to  New York  C i t y  a t  the  age  o f  8  i n
1901 .  A f te r  s tudy i ng  a t  the  Mannes  Schoo l  o f  Mus i c ,  He l fman  began  h i s  r i ch
mus i ca l  c a ree r  a s  an  o rgan i s t  and  cho i r  d i r ec to r  i n  h i s  ea r l y  20s ,  r ece i v i ng
a  fe l l owsh ip  a t  the  Cu r t i s  I n s t i t u te  fo r  h i s  ea r l y  successes .  He l fman  worked
as  mus i c  d i r ec to r  a t  a  number  o f  s ynagogues  i n  New York  and  New Je rsey ,
i n c l ud i ng  the  Pa rk  Avenue  Synagogue .  I n  1952 ,  he  he l ped  to  found  the
Schoo l  o f  Sac red  Mus i c  a t  the  Hebrew  Un ion  Co l l ege  Jew i sh  I n s t i t u te  o f
Re l i g i on .  He l fman ’s  mus i c  was  cons i de red  

Srul  I rv ing Gl ick (1934-2002)
The  mus i ca l  deve l opment  o f  To ronton i an  composer  S ru l  I r v i ng  G l i c k  was
i n f l uenced  by  h i s  f a the r ’s  work  as  a  can to r  i n  seve ra l  To ronto  synagogues .
G l i c k  s tud i ed  compos i t i on  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ronto ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  Eu rope
w i th  composers  such  as  Da r i u s  M i l haud  and  Max  Deutsch .  Du r i ng  h i s  work  as  a
p roduce r  fo r  CBC  rad i o ,  G l i c k  he l ped  to  p rem ie re  and  p roduce  ove r  150
reco rd i ngs  o f  Canad i an  compos i t i ons ,  i n c l ud i ng  a  Juno  Award  w inne r  and
seve ra l  w inne rs  o f  the  Canad i an  Mus i c  Counc i l ’s  G rand  p r i x  du  d i sque .  G l i c k
taught  a t  the  Roya l  Conse rva to ry  o f  Mus i c  and  York  Un i ve r s i t y ,  and  a l so
became  the  conduc to r  o f  Be th  T i kvah  Synagogue ’s  cho i r .  G l i c k  wrote  many
l i t u rg i ca l  p i e ces  and  a r ranged  Y i dd i sh  fo l k  songs  fo r  the  cho i r ,  w i th  whom he
tou red  Canada ,  I s r ae l  and  the  USA .  One  o f  h i s  more  we l l  known  works ,  … i
neve r  saw  anothe r  bu t te r f l y… ,  i s  a  song  cyc l e  tha t  se t s  the  poems  o f  Jew i sh
ch i l d ren  impr i soned  i n  the  Te rez ì n  concent ra t i on  camp  du r i ng  the  Ho locaus t .
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Wieniawski
Henryk  W ien i awsk i  ( 1835- 1880) ,  a  Jew i sh -Po l i sh  v i o l i n i s t  and  composer ,

d i sp l ayed  h i s  v i r t uos i t y  a t  an  ea r l y  age .  Accepted  i n to  the  Pa r i s

Conse rva to i r e  a t  on l y  8  yea r s  o l d ,  W ien i awsk i  began  tou r i ng  Eu rope  w i th  h i s

b ro the r  Jose f ,  a  p i an i s t ,  by  the  t ime  he  was  15  yea r s  o l d .  A f te r  an  i n v i t a t i on

f rom Anton  Rub ins te i n ,  a  Russ i an  Jew i sh  conduc to r ,  W ienawsk i  moved  to  S t .

Pe te r sbu rg  f rom 1860- 1872 ,  where  he  t aught  v i o l i n .  Rub i ns te i n  and

W ienawsk i  t ou red  the  Un i t ed  S ta tes  togethe r  f rom 1872  to  1874 ,  and

W ienawsk i  l a te r  t aught  a s  the  v i o l i n  p ro fesso r  a t  the  Conse rva to i r e  Roya l  de

Bruxe l l e s .  Pos thumous l y ,  W ienawsk i ’s  l egacy  a s  a  v i o l i n  pedagogue  l i v es  on  i n

h i s  t echn ique ,  known  as  the  Russ i an  bow  ho ld .

Naomi Shemer
Naomi  Shemer  was  a  ce l eb ra ted  I s r ae l i  songwr i t e r ,  composer ,  and  poet ,
o f ten  re fe r red  to  a s  the  " f i r s t  l ady  o f  I s r ae l i  song . "  Bo rn  on  Ju l y  13 ,  1930 ,
i n  Kvutza t  K i nne re t ,  Shemer ' s  mus i ca l  c a ree r  p ro found l y  i n f l uenced  I s r ae l i
c u l t u re .  She  began  compos i ng  songs  a t  a  young  age  and  l a te r  s tud i ed  mus i c
and  a r t  a t  the  Rub in  Academy  o f  Mus i c  i n  Je rusa l em .  Shemer ' s  i con i c
compos i t i ons ,  i n c l ud i ng  "Ye rusha l ay im  She l  Zahav"  ( Je rusa l em o f  Go ld ) ,
became  an thems  o f  I s r ae l ,  c ap tu r i ng  the  essence  o f  the  na t i on ' s  sp i r i t  and
her i t age .  Th roughout  he r  p ro l i f i c  ca ree r ,  she  wrote  ove r  1500  songs ,  many
of  wh i ch  a re  be l oved  c l a s s i c s .  Shemer ' s  mus i c  o f ten  ce l eb ra ted  the  beauty
o f  the  I s r ae l i  l andscape  and  the  l ong i ng  fo r  peace .  He r  cont r i bu t i ons  to
I s r ae l i  mus i c  ea rned  he r  numerous  awards  and  acco l ades ,  cement i ng  he r
l egacy  as  one  o f  the  most  i n f l uen t i a l  f i gu res  i n  I s r ae l i  mus i c  h i s to ry .  Naom i
Shemer  passed  away  on  June  26 ,  2004 ,  bu t  he r  mus i c  cont i nues  to  i n sp i r e
genera t i ons  o f  I s r ae l i s  and  mus i c  l o ve r s  a round  the  wor l d .

Thank  you  for  j o in ing  us  a t  the  inaugura l  Jewi sh  Vo ices  i n
Mus ic  concer t .  Your  presence  made  th i s  even ing  t ru ly  spec ia l ,
and  we ' re  deep ly  gra te fu l  fo r  your  suppor t .  We  hope  the  mus ic

touched  your  hear t s  and  enr i ched  your  sou l s .  Jo in  us  fo r  a
recep t ion  in  the  lobby  to  connec t  w i th  f e l low  mus ic  l over s  and
share  your  thought s .  Your  en thus iasm means  the  wor ld  to  us .

Thank  you  for  be ing  par t  o f  th i s  h i s tor i c  even t .  We  look
forward  to  we lcoming  you  back  for  fu ture  concer t s .
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